and human thought to be transmitted between the most distant climes, on the chords of a newly developed, as it were, nervous system. And there are probably none who must benefit more from the daily increasing facilities for the interchange of ideas and of the knowledge of newly-ascertained facts, than the students of an experimental and inductive science like medicine.
But not the least interesting or useful circumstance connected with the state of things we have alluded to, is the power we derive from it of " seeing ourselves as others see us"?in other words, of learning the impressions made by our views and institutions upon foreigners, and of reading, in the mirror which they hold up to us, the history of our defects and our advantages.
For such reasons we hail with pleasure the appearance of a work by an intelligent and impartial observer like Dr. Arneth, chiefly devoted to an examination of the medical institutions of these islands. For although instruction prescribed at the three universities of Paris, Montpelier, and Strasburg, and at the secondary schools of France, which he afterwards compares with the plan pursued in Austria. He is most struck with the shortness of the period of clinical medical instruction required in the former empire (one year against two in Austria); and with the entire omission of ophthalmic surgery, which in his country is so much attended to, and has so properly its separate chair and clinique. On the other hand, midwifery," which in Austria is unaccountably struck out of the official plan of study, is obligatory in France, and is taught theoretically during six months, and practically during an entire year. He cannot understand why materia medica and pathological anatomy, which in Austria are placed at the commencement of the practical studies, of which the latter branch of science at least is one of the chief pillars, should in France be deferred to the last half-year.
Hospital visiting is to commence in the second session, in order that the student may become acquainted with the details of so-called The uncommonly great number of examinations and " concours," which continue in an uninterrupted chain during the whole period of study, and are afterwards resumed for those who wish to obtain appointments, is characteristic of France, and quite corresponds to the genius of the people, and may give a certain readiness in disputation, which, while it is in its higher degree neither always necessary, nor a proof of a greater amount of knowledge, may have its advantages, and probably has advantages for so mobile a people as the Gauls, though it seems to be less suited to the German character; at the same time, the author observes that he cannot deny that he has seen similar regulations in operation among the less excitable Britons, and appai-ently with favourable results.
In the examination for the degree of doctor, the French regulations appear to the author to be in many respects preferable to those of his own country, and chiefly in this: that while in both countries the necessity of making the examination practical, and not merely theoretical, is recognised ?in Austria the examiner represents a patient, and submits to be questioned by the as surely a residence in hospital must be about the worst possible preparation for meeting the perils of child-birth. It should be mentioned that no student who has been engaged in a post-mortem examination is allowed to enter the labour-ward on the same day that he has been so occupied, and that the assistants who, under the master, are in charge of the house by alternate months, take no part in an autopsy during their period of duty.
The hospital is partly supported by a parliamentary grant, which in 1828 was 27(i9?, in 1835 was reduced to 1000?, and is now but G00?, at which last-named amount it is, we believe, to be continued to the institution as a chartered school of midwifery.
" 
